
Help Raising the Roof support Canadian
families experiencing homelessness.

Donate today at www.raisingtheroof.org

This year, Melissa can
celebrate the holidays
with her son at home.

On September 17 and 18, Raising the Roof hosted 
the Child & Family Homelessness Summit. The event 
attracted over 50 attendees from across the country, 
including representatives from community agencies, 
researching bodies, government, businesses and other 
interested individuals and experts.

Day one of the Summit was designated for national 
attendees, and began with a welcome from Raising 
the Roof Executive Director, Carolann Barr, as well as 
individuals with lived experience of homelessness. 
Workshops then focused on a variety of topics 
including: primary prevention, systems integration, and 
early intervention. Breaking into groups, attendees 
discussed themes, subtopics, and approaches 
within these three areas, presenting their findings 
to the larger group. During lunch, Keynote Speaker 
Jeff Olivet, CEO of the Center for Social Innovation in 
Boston, presented on ‘Addressing Children’s Mental 
Health: A Solution to Child & Family Homelessness’. The 
day concluded with an expert panel comprised of Nick 
Falvo, Senior Manager, Research and Data, at the 

Calgary Homeless Foundation; Aisling Gogan, Director 
of the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador’s 
Poverty Reduction Strategy and Susan McGee, CEO 
of Homeward Trust Edmonton, who responded to 
questions based on the day’s discussion.

On day two, attendees from Ontario gathered to 
discuss topics from the first day within a provincial 
context. The day was made possible due to financial 
support from the Ontario Trillium Foundation as part 
of the Ontario Collaborative Partnership element of 
Raising the Roof’s Child & Family Homelessness 
Initiative. Outside of workshops, a presentation 
from Darren Cooney, Manager, Homelessness 
Secretariat at Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing, 
provided attendees with an update on ‘Housing and 
Homelessness’ from the Government of Ontario.

Findings from the workshops and discussions 
that took place on both days were gathered and 
will be used to inform and guide the Child & Family 
Homelessness Initiative in its final phase, with a report 
and resources set to be released in February 2016.
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After Black Friday and Cyber Monday comes  
Giving Tuesday, a day to promote generosity,  
kindness and reflection in the midst of what can often be a hectic time of year.

Join us at Raising the Roof as we launch our 19th annual Toque Campaign! 
With several new items available, what better way to give back to your 
community AND cross items off your shopping list than to purchase a cozy 
toque or pair of mittens?

Giving Tuesday takes place on December 1, 2015.  
Show your support by posting a #ToqueSelfie on #GivingTuesdayCA!

CHILD AND FAMILY  
HOMELESSNESS INITIATIVE
In 2013, Raising the Roof committed to a three-year 
Child and Family Homelessness Initiative in order to 
address an issue that has received surprisingly little 
national attention. The purpose of the initiative is to 
discover and review programs in place throughout 
Canada in order to identify best practices and develop 
recommendations, a comprehensive framework for 
addressing family homelessness, and tools to assist 
communities, agencies, and governments in responding 
to this national tragedy.

During Phase I of the initiative, an Environmental Scan 
was completed, incorporating results from national 
and international organizations working in family 
homelessness. In Phase II, our research team conducted 
139 total interviews with 103 agency members and 36 
families with lived experience at eight agencies selected 
as partners for the initiative. The purpose of these 
interviews was to investigate how agencies respond 
to child and family homelessness and to identify the 
strengths, weaknesses, and areas for change to improve 
program delivery and the way Canada responds to 
at-risk populations. All interviews were transcribed and 
analyzed, and common thematic elements were grouped 
together and integrated into our existing framework. 
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Get in the Spirit of GIVING TUESDAY

Entering Phase III, Raising the Roof hosted a two-
day National and Provincial Summit on September 
17 and 18, 2015. This Summit gathered a variety 
of experts in the field including: front line service 
workers, partner agency representatives, executive 
directors, policy makers, political figures, and funders 
and provided Raising the Roof with an opportunity to 
present preliminary findings from the environmental 
scan and interviews. However, the main purpose 
of this Summit involved conducting a variety of 
workshops where attendees were encouraged 
to contribute their insight and feedback. This 
information, along with the data collected in Phase 
II, is being used to inform the final report, set to be 
released in February 2016.

For a comprehensive timeline and for more 
information on the Child and Family Homelessness 
Initiative, please visit our website. 

#ToqueSelfie  
#GivingTuesdayCA

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, GET IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING!

http://www.raisingtheroof.org/Our-Programs/Child---Family-Homelessness.aspx


WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME BACK 

as our

NATIONAL PARTNERS
for the 2016 Toque Campaign!

Each year, this campaign raises much needed 
funds for community Partner Agencies across 
Canada – last year, we supported 53 agencies 
from coast to coast! To date, the Toque Campaign 
has raised $7 million. Now in its 19th year, the 
Toque Campaign continues to play a prominent 
role in providing long-term solutions for Canada’s 
homeless. Fifty per cent of the funds raised  
will benefit Partner Agencies working directly with 
people experiencing homelessness, including 
support services for housing referrals, employment 
programs and transportation services. 

WHERE CAN I BUY MY TOQUE?
Toques are available online, or through any of the community Partner Agencies 
from around the country. Visit our website for a full list of agencies and locations.

WHAT’S NEW?
This year, we’ve got everything to keep your head and hands warm for winter. 
We’re releasing three (yes THREE) new Toque Campaign items! 
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2 0 1 6  T O Q U E  C A M P A I G N

“ The only thing more Canadian than a toque is the generosity of 
our people who understand that homelessness is unacceptable, 
and a problem that can be solved.”Stephen Gaetz, Raising the Roof Board President

First, our SIGNATURE $10 TOQUE 
features a Raising the Roof-red stripe. 

We’re also introducing two new premium products: 
COZY MITTENS and a COMFY SLOUCH TOQUE, 

each available 
for $20.

http://www.raisingtheroof.org/Our-Programs/Toque-Campaign.aspx


HOW CAN I 
            give?

CHILD AND FAMILY HOMELESSNESS

Robert Barr

The BLG Foundation

James Cook and  
Lynn Benson

Downtown Yonge BIA

Fidelity Investments

Louis Gagnon

Jason Friesen

Deirdre Murphy

Uber

Jonathan Vintr
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Heather’s  
Walk

EMBA CLASS OF 2016

ONTARIO COLLABORATIVE 
AGREEMENT

LEAD PARTNERS

CHILDREN’S MENTAL  
HEALTH PILLAR

NATIONAL PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

Intact Design is a trademark of Intact Financial Corporation used here under license. 

OUR FUNDING PARTNERS
WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDING  

PARTNERS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT

PUBLIC EDUCATION PARTNER

THE TOQUE CAMPAIGN

MEDIA PARTNER

263 Eglinton Ave. West, Suite 200
Toronto, ON  M4R 1B1
Tel: 416.481.1838  Fax: 416.481.1872
www.raisingtheroof.org   info@raisingtheroof.org

HOST A  
THIRD-PARTY EVENT 
From birthday parties to video  
game-a-thons, there are many  
ways to support Raising the Roof! 
Recently, HOMES Publishing Group
hosted their 12th Annual Golf Tournament in support of Raising the Roof. 
This event brings together groups from the real estate and housing sectors 
for a day of fun in support of long-term solutions to homelessness. Thanks 
to the generosity of HOMES and attendees, this year’s tournament raised 
$20,000! This makes the incredible cumulative total over $238,000 to date.
To find out more about how you can plan your next event in support 
of Raising the Roof, please contact Leanne Boutwell, Development 
Coordinator, at leanne@raisingtheroof.org or 416-481-1838 ext. 204.

GET YOUR BUSINESS 
INVOLVED!
Andy Winton from Real Estate 
Executives Inc. showed his 
support for Raising the Roof 
through a recent fundraising 
campaign. Combining efforts with 
his company’s annual Toronto 
Developers Directory subscription 
appeal, Andy donated 50% of 
all proceeds to Heather’s Walk 
for Homelessness benefiting 
Raising the Roof’s Child & Family 
Homelessness Initiative.  
Thanks Andy!

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME AND EXPERTISE!
Our work at Raising the Roof would not be possible without the dedication 
of our hard-working volunteers. Whether it be at an event, in the office, 
or during our Toque Campaign, we can always use new and enthusiastic 
volunteers looking to support lasting solutions to homelessness. If you are 
interested in volunteering with Raising the Roof, email Paula Patryluk at 
paula@raisingtheroof.org. 

MAKE A MONTHLY DONATION
A small gift can make a big difference! To register for monthly donations, 
please visit our website or contact Arundel Gibson, Director of Development, 
at arundel@raisingtheroof.org or 416-481-1838 ext. 203.

PLANNED GIVING - LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
If you are considering a gift to Raising the Roof in your estate plans, please 
contact Arundel Gibson.

http://www.raisingtheroof.org

